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Workshop developed to enhance collaboration between SP instructors and senior 
medical students in teaching physical diagnosis skills  
 
Introduction by Jim Bills, Vanderbilt Center for Experiential Learning and 
Assessment 
 
In the past 10 years or so, medical schools have developed curriculum innovations to 
take advantage of the unique qualifications of standardized patients as instructors 
(SPIs). Literature has shown that such methods obtain generally positive results and 
represent a cost-effective means to teach medical students and other health care 
learners.  
 
George Washington University School of Medical and Health Sciences likewise 
developed a dyad involving senior medical students partnering with SPIs to teach 
physical diagnosis skills to first-year medical students. There were some shortcomings 
with the outcomes, however, particularly with understanding roles and team dynamics. 
Therefore, the authors of this paper developed an innovative workshop to correct the 
deficiencies. In the descriptive paper that may be accessed below, a medical student (T. 
Kittisarapong), medical faculty (B. Blatt and L. Greenberg), and SP leaders (ASPE’s 
Karen Lewis and Jennifer Owens), pooled their talents to find solutions to the issues.  
 
This paper has a number of strengths that contribute to its usefulness for any medical 
simulation leader. Foremost, to me anyway, is that it is great illustration of how a 
problem was identified, a well-designed methodology was developed to solve the 
problem, and feedback was gathered to assess its effectiveness. It is good reading and 
I thank Val Fulmer for forwarding it. We hope you enjoy it. 
 
Link to article abstract: https://www.mededportal.org/publication/10411 
 
Link to full article: https://www.mededportal.org/download/461964/data/ 
esr10411.pdf 
 
Full Citation: Kittisarapong T, Blatt B, Lewis K, Owens J, Greenberg L. Interdisciplinary 
workshop to increase collaboration between medical students and standardized patient 
instructors in teaching physical diagnosis to novices. MedEdPORTAL Publications. 
2016;12:10411. http://dx.doi.org/10.15766/mep_2374-8265.10411   
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